
Dr. Mark Nelson is in his thirty-sixth year of teaching and performing 
professionally. Keenly interested in music education, he served four terms as 
Vice-President for Professional Development and just completed a term as 
the Vice-President for Collegiate/Research for the Arizona Music Educators 
Association.  He is also the recipient of the George C. Wilson Leadership 
Award and the Excellence in Music Administration Award from AMEA.  He 
frequently serves as a band adjudicator and has also conducted regional 

honor bands in several states.  He is also an accomplished tubist having performed recitals and 
given master classes in several countries including premiering over thirty new compositions.  
His degrees include the B.A. from Point Loma Nazarene University, the M.M. and D.M.A. from 
Arizona State University, the M.Ed. in Education Administration from the University of Vermont, 
and the Licentiate Performer’s Diploma from Trinity College of Music, London.  Previous 
appointments include Professor of Music at Millikin University and Associate Professor of Music 
at the University of Vermont as well as several years as a public school instrumental teacher.  He 
is currently the Performing Arts Department Head and Director of Bands at Pima Community 
College in Tucson, Arizona, posts he has held since 2000. In addition to directing the wind 
ensemble, he also teaches courses in music fundamentals, electronic music, exploring music and 
applied tuba and euphonium studio instruction.  During the summer of 2016 through the first 
part of September, he also served as Acting Dean of the Arts and Humanities Division.

Dean Moore is a graduate of Youngstown State University 
in Northeastern Ohio. He is finishing his 15th year teaching 
in public school. Mr. Moore has taught orchestra, choir, 
guitar, and general music, but has a passion for band. He 
is preparing for his fourth year with the Tucson High band 
and hopes to lead them for many more years. His wife is 
also a music teacher in the Catalina Foothills school district, 
and they have a daughter named Cadence. Mr. Moore 
extends his thanks to Dr. Nelson and Pima Community 
College for the invitation to perform with them tonight.

 
Lucy Huestis is an alum of Tucson High.  She went on to study music at the University of 
Oregon and The University of Arizona. She has taught music at Tucson High since 1984, variously 
teaching orchestra, piano, band, guitar, and mariachi. She considers it an honor to be able to 
follow in the footsteps of her former director, Bucky Steele. As a woodwind player, Ms. Huestis 
has performed with Southern Arizona Symphony, Arizona Symphonic Winds, Pima Theatre 
musicals, to mention a few.
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